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ty of a broken law, and proclaiming the glad ti- 
dings of salvation to the world. Here then does 
Wr. Editer—In perusing a small work, entitled | God render good to us for all our sins; and if our 
Yxon's Remains,” a remarkable passage eng opponents deny that God will finally make all 
zed my attention, containing so much excellence | mankind happy, then they are not consistent with 
ond characteristic truth, that I am unwilling to let | their own premisses ; for it follows, as a matter of 
+ pass without examining how far it will go to | course, that if there shall be one of the human race 
arove the Calvinistic creed correct, (which seems! miserable in eternity, he cannot be the same God 
to be the character of the work, viz. Calvinism,) | jn eternity that he represents himself to be in time. 
and as premisses, to follow them as far as Mr. M.,/ When he declares he has no pleasure in the death 
by his own conclusions, allows me. The passage | (everlasting misery) of the sinner, he greatly de- 
is thus: “ To render good for evil is Godlike ; to) ceives us, and at the same time falsifies his own 
render good tor good is manlike, to render evil for| word, showing that he is not immutable. Can 
evil is beastlike, and to render evil for good is de- any thing be plainer than this conclusion, or more 
s\like.” This is Scripture truth, and is charac-| just, according tothe premiss? What! will God, 
teristic of each individual, and Mr. M., not caring | who is so supremely good, and whose name is 
yapply it to the test, (truth) crammed it in among) Love, deceive us witha lie? No; impossible — 
2 quantity of Calvinistic rubbish and contradic-; He cannot lie. Sooner would he speak the world 
To render into its original nothingness, and erase the remem- 
Such blas- 
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ions, with which his book abounds 
eood for evil is Godlike: What is it to be God-|brance of it from his Divine mind. 
ike? I presume no one will deny that God is! phemy, however, is uttered from the lips of his 
zood, and that his goodness and his love are inse- children, daily and hourly ; and they have to ac- 
rable constituents of bis nature; and that his, knowledge, that, because of the multitude of his 
odness is the effect of his love ; consequently,|tender mercies, they are not consumed. I am 
his love will manifest itself by continued acts of; God, I change not, is the glorious declaration 
goodness ; and whenever there is an opportunity |on which depends all our bopes of salvation — 
talways will manifest itself in this way. Does he | Having this confidence, we defy all the malice of 


command us to love our enemies, and to do good 
o them that despitefully use us, and still to act 
different from what he commands us to do? Is it 
not because he loves them, and will make them, 
happy, that he desires us so to do? If a man hated 
his neighbour on account of some injury he had| 
received from him, would he command his dear- 
est friends to love him, while himself hated him ? 
certainly not; because we indulge our natural 
propensity to seek satisfaction. Now, on this 
principle, would God command us to love those 
whom he hates, and whom he considers as our 
No; for it would be Godlike to hate 
them too: but as he commands us to love them, | 
it is Godlike, because he loved the world when | 
they were enemies to him by wicked works. God | 
i love; and as love cannot think ill, but on the 
contrary good to all his creatures ; and as sin has 
ihe greatest tendency to destroy the happiness of 
man ; so when it is destroyed by the brightness of 
ve coming of the Saviour, human misery shall 
he destroyed aiso ; for when the cause of man’s 
unhappiness ceases, then he can look for nothing 
but happiness and peace ; and as it was the design 
of God that the Saviour should finish transgres- 
‘ton, and make an end of sim by his death, he 
has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 


enemies ? 





himself; so delivering all mankimdfrom the penal- 


hell to give us one moment's doubt of his perform- 
ing all that has gone out of his mouth, that “Unto 
him every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, surely shall say, In the Lord have I righte- 
ousness and strength; and shall glory in him,”— 
This is testimony indeed, and worthy of our hea- 
venly Father; but disregarded by his children, 
who would rather listen to the heterodox doc- 
trines of Calvin, to their own unhappiness, and 
the dishonour of their best Friend. 


To render good for good is manlike: that is, 
When man returns that kindness which he has 
received from his fellow-man, he acts according 
to the dignity of his species, as being the noblest 
work of God, answering the claims of human 
nature: but when he goes beyond this—render- 
ing good for evil—he rises superior to man, and 
bears the image of God ; and when he falls short 
of this—rendering evil for evil, or evil for good—- 
he sinks into the beast and devil. None but beasts* 
are excusable in rendering evil for evil ; for they 
have no understanding to judge of right and 
wrong, nor wisdom to direct them in their actions 





* This character is frequently and zealously 
applied to God, by our feeling Brethren who are 
as much afraid of fire and brimstone as four-foot- 
ed animals. 
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toward their species, nor a heart to feel for eno- 
ther’s misery. None but devils are so malicious 
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ANSWER. 
God made man upright ; but man sought o., 


as to render evil for good. Let the advocates of many inventions.” The Scriptures alone musi ty 


Calvinism look at this and be ashamed. 
Should these remarks meet with your approba- 
tion, you will confer an obligation on your friend 
and brother in the Gospel of Christ, by giving 
them publicity. 
pe 7 W. Le eeece 
—— 


To rue Enrror or tae Gosrar Henatp 
Dear Sir—The book of nature, and my own in- 
ternal faculties, conspire to teach me that God is 
possessed of infinite goodness, wisdom, and pow- 
er. Consequently, that he never did, nor ever 
will, create a single being, who will, in the 
issue, become a loser by existence. There- 
fore I am well pleased that the “ Lord God omni- 
potent reigneth,” and can cheerfully say, “Let 
the earth rejoice.” Revelation also, in spite of 
the sable veil thrown over it by “ false teachers, 
who privily bring in damnable heresies,” clearly 
demonstrates, I think, that God is good, and that 
“this tender mercies are over all his works.” 
Therefore I prize it above all other books. It is 
the book of God. It contains the unalterable will 
and testament of an infinitely loving Father, in 
favour of his perverse, disobedient children. Al- 
though I see enough in it to convince me that it 
was written by the pen of inspiration, yet I con- 
fess that it contains Many declarations which I am 
not able to comprehend with the limited powers 
of my circumscribed reason. 

The existence of a sinful spirit in every man, is 
demOnstrable from the Scripture ; for we read, 
that “if we say we have n0 sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not inus.” Now, accord- 
ing to the Scripture, it appears God cannot be the 
author of sin, for we again read, that “no good 
tree can bring forth evil fruit.” From whence, 
then, did sin originate? Should it be answered, 
that the devil is its author, I the ask, What is the 
devil but an evil spirit? And from whence did 
that spirit derive its origin? Is it infinite and with- 
out beginning? or did God create it? 

Again, We read in Gen. i. that “ God saw every 
thing that he had made, and behold it was 
very good.” But the language of our Saviour is, 
that “there is none good but God.” Now, how 
could man, being made good, become bad, and still 
God be unchangeable ? If man is not a free agent, 
(and I think he cannot be) how did he change 
from good to bad, when, at the same time, “no 
geod tree can bring forth evil fruit? These, Sir, 
are mysteries, which perplex me much. If you, 
or any of your correspondents, can remove the 
film from my eyes, that I may see clearly to un- 
derstand them, you will confer a favour on a 
friend to truth, and a foe to hypocrisy 


I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JOEL W ARING. 


our guide, This will appear the more rations) 
when it is considered, that we go to them for evi. 
dence to prove the fact, that men are sinners, ¢, 
and to inform us of the degrees of wickednes, 
men are capable of attaining to, and the de. 
pravity incident to our common lapsed natyr, 
“The proper study of mankind is man.” 4p, 
when it is confessedly more than we can, in oy, 
present imperfect state achieve, to know empbs 
tically ourselves, it would be folly in us to taks 
our conceptions of other grades of intelligen: 
created existences for data, and, with premisses 
the fruit of conjecture, to stamp, with our veto, 
their conclusions with the substantial and diguifieg 
name of reality. 

That God cannot be the author of sin, is evidey: 
from the consideration of the question, What is 
sin? If it is admitted, and we think it must be 
that to sin is to miss, to come short, in our attempt: 
to obtain any object, and instead of the pleasure 
or profit we had in view, to find pain and loss, God, 
being infinite in wisdom, and almighty in power, 
could not blunder in designing, nor fail of attain. 
ing his object through impotence ! The considera. 
tion, that God is infinite in goodness, will not ad- 
mit the supposition that evil, in any shape whate- 
ver, could originate in, or emanate from, Him. 
“ With him there is neither variableness nor sha- 
dow of turning.” If we strain our conceptions, 
and pierce the past ages, since creation rose at his 
command, and fathom the undefined existence of 
Jehovah, as far as finite minds can measure or 
conceive, before the “morning stars sang together,’ 
or ever “ the sons of God shouted for joy’'—ere 
the sun was made to rule the day, or one of the 
shining inbabitants of the celestial heavens, mark. 
ed, by bis location, time or space—if we shoot, 
with the speed of lightning, our thoughts down the 
vista of future ages, and passing the dispensation: 
until time is immerged in the ocean of eternity— 
if we wade, in unexplored futurity, until we are 
lost in the unbounded and fathomless expanse of 
undefined succession, we shall find a God, Infinite 
in wisdom, which cannot err—Almighty in power, 
to which nothing can be opposed—Unbounded in 
goodness, infinite in its nature, universal in its cf. 
fects, and as imperishable as the inconceivable 
Spirit which, to our finite conceptions, gave ' 
birth! 

Of sin, we answer—The serpent who beguiled 
(deceived) Eve, and caused her to miss her object, 
(which was happiness, and not misery,) call him 
by what name you will, Satan, Adversary, or De- 
vil, is the only origin of sin which the Scriptures 
ive us any account of! Jer. ii. 19. ‘ Thine own 
wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backsliding 
shall reprove know, and see, that i is an 
evil thing and , that thou hast forsaken the 





Stamford, Conn 


Lord, thy “tare that my fear is not in thee, 
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«ith the Lord of hosts.” Men do not seek bitter 
tut sweet things, when they forsake the Lord! In 
doing this, they mistake their object, and find to 
their sorrow, that which to them appeared so very 
desirable, is, in possession, an evil thing and bitter! 
Here lies the bane and antidote! Mankind, “ de- 
ceived by the deceitfulness of sin,” in the “ igno- 
rance of their minds, baving their understandings 
darkened by a heart,of unbelief,” seek misery, by 
mistake, for happiness, and “ their own wickedness 
corrects them,” for they find sin an evil and bitter 
thing. Under this deception, the work of the de- 
yil, mankind, blindfolded, seek death in the error 
of heir ways, and will not go to Christ, who is 
the way, the truth, and the life, that they may have 
life! How emphatic are the words of the prophet! 
« Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk 
in the law of the Lord!” In proportion, there- 
fore, as men stray from this law, they sin (miss) 
and find it to be an evil and bitter thing ! Reader, 
« All thiags whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so to them, for this is the 
jaw and the prophets.” Matt. vil. 12. Make this 
golden rale your guide, and you will be blessed. 
Depart from it, and you will find the reverse to be 
evil and bilter! These are the principles of Chris- 
tian Universalists! Are they licentious and demo- 
ralizing? Are they not taught by the only living 
and true God? Who teaches a different doctrine ? 
From whence do we learn that sin and pleasure, 
virtue and pain, are cause and consequence ? That 
the sinner, who forsakes the Lord his God, is hap- 
py here in his sins, and will not suffer the conse- 
quence of sinning until after death, and posterior 
to this mode of existence ; and the virtuous man 
will net be rewarded for his virtue here, but will 
suffer as a consequence of his goodness, and be 
paid hereafter. 

The Scriptures give us no account of an infinite 
devil, or infinite sin! But modern theologists, in 
imitation of their prototypes, the ancient pagans, 
exalt the devil, give him an estensive dominion, 
and a kingdom which shall never end!!! 

The immutability of Deity, and the peccability 
of man, are subjects unconnected with each 
other. The immutability of God guarantees the 
restoration of man to the state of sinless perfec- 
tion in which he was created ; for God has promi- 
sed, and will perform. He has eaid—Shall he not 
do it? 

The free-agency of man, is a subject which has 
puzzled many heads, and will puazie all who che- 
rish so monstrous an absurdity. A free-agent is a 
contradiction in terms. Let men introduce terms 
which are unequivocally defined, and confess the 
conclusions which flow, of necessity, from the pre- 
misses. Man is an agent, for he has power to act. 
But he is not free to act, for “God turneth bim as 
the rivers of water are turned.” In the impres- 
sive language of Inspiration, “I delight in the law 
of God after the inward mag. But I see another 
lawin my members, warring againgt the law of my 
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mind, and bringing me into captivity te the law of 
sin, which is in my members, &c. So then, with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with 
the flesh the law of sin.” Rom. vii. “Do not 
err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift, and 
every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights." Jamesi. Therefore, 
men are acted upon by God, and by another pow- 
er which deceives them, Tie a thick bandage 
over the eyes of a man—turn him loose in a 
strange city—tell him to go where he please, and 
& bundred to one, your free-agent will please to go 
off the wharf, and find, to his sorrow, that his free- 
ageacy, much as it is boasted of, is inferior to a 
dog and a string ! 

God is our Father. His watchful care will 
guard and protect us from all evil, which cannot 
be overruled for good. However unsearchable 
His ways and dispensations may now appear to 
us, we have the assurance of His word, “‘ That by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossible 
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation 
who have fied for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
set before us. Which we have as an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enter- 
eth into that within the vail; whither the Fore- 
runner is for us entered, Jesus, made an high Priest 
for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” Heb. v. 

——P— 

REVIEW 
Of a Book, entitled “ Fue Cartrtran's Vane Me- 
cum by Hoorer Commine, A. M. (now D. D.) 
Pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church in Albany. 
Enaywn2ecBar ry anak magado9econ Tors, ayrois 
rice. Jude 3." 

Conceiving it peculiarly gratifying to the reader, 
to be made particularly acquainted with the merits 
of writers of distinction, whether they are distin- 
guished for vivacity or dulness—for their precision 
and perspicuity, or for a monotonous rhodomon- 
tade of contradiction and absurdity; we shall di- 
gtess from our first contemplated arrangement, in 
our notice of this publication, and treat the reader 
with a variety, as singular for its absurdity as it is 
contemptible for its slanderous allusions, and unri- 
valled contradictions! 

Passing by the preface, we merely remark, that 
it is our opinion, if the disciples of Calvin, instead 
of receiving Lance sacanins, and being greeted as 
GENTLEMES, and having “the uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and the chief seats in the syaagogues,” were 
to have “the stake, and the fagots, aud the boil- 
ing cauldrons, and the gibbet, full in view,” they 
would be fewer in number, and /ess earnest in theic 
contentions for their faith than they are at present ' 

In p. 9, under the bead—“2. Tuts Goo exists 
in a Trintty oF Persons,” is the following—*“ The 
doctrine is confessedly mysterious. We can nei- 
ther comprehend nor explain it. No deductioa of 
reason willl establish— no simititudes will stucipatE 
it.” Turning two leaves, we are told, p. 12. “The 





evidences are so multifarious, 90 LUCID, $0 engrge- 
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tic, that it really is surprising, that any who are ble,” &c. as this Rev. gentleman describes it t0 be 
not avowed Deists, should be Anti-Trivitarians !"' | it would be still more surprising, if any man 
If this Rev. Rbetorician does not receive a medal} senses, believed it! 
for being supereminent in contradiction and ab-| If dies were made, containing all the Words jp 
surdity, it can be for no other reason, than because | the English language, and all the languages which 
there is no society acquainted with his merits,| ever have been, are now, or ever will be spoken 
who will award him one! or written, and the whole of them put into a box, 
That we may not be thought uncharitably se-| of capacity sufficient to contain them, and shake, 
vere in our remarks, we shall give the Rev. gen-| up and down, and in every direction, as jong as 
tleman’s definition of the “ doctrine of the Trini-|they would endure it, and retain their shape, ang 
ty,” and we sincerely hope the sagacity of our| thrown simultaneously upon a plain, it would ps. 
readers will exceed our own, and find something | ally be surprising, if the same number of word; 
which approximates to common sense, and, with|with those of this Rev. gentleman's definitio, 
the seasoning of much allowance, will account{/of the doctrine of the Trinity, could be foung 
for the disarray of the writer ; who says, “ By the| connected into sentences, declaring so great, pro. 
doctrine of the Trinity, we mean not as its ene-| found, preposterous, and monstrous contradicliyy; 
mies allege, that there are there Beixcs in one|and absurdities! We have no hesitation jn qs. 
Brine. That were apalpable absurdity.” It ap-|serting, that the richest and most misanthropic 
pears from this sentence, that the Rev. gentleman| worshipper at Pluto's shrine, that ever existed, 
had some faint ideas of absurdity! and faint in-| might safely venture the whole of his golden board, 
deed they were ; for he immediately adds, “ But|}as a premium to the man, woman, or child, of 
we mean, that there are three PERSONS in one|every nation, tongue, or people, who would put 
BEING!!!" We hope we shall be excused-from |the same number of letters together, and exceed 
blame in this instance, whea we, as a dernier re- | this Rev. gentleman in contradiction and absurdity 
sort, and fully impressed with the opinion, that} The Rev. gentleman, under the head «Ty; 
the above words must have some meaning in or| Doctrive or Totat Derraviry considered and 
about them, give the only understanding which | defended,” has the following “ clear, vucip, and 
we can conceive them to authorize. The Rev. | energelic” remarks. 
gentleman has settled the question, and pronoun-| 1. “ By total depravity, we do not mean the! 
ced it to be “a palpable absurdity,” to suppose | men are as wicked as they possibly could be.” Read. 
there can be “ three beings in one being.” Conse-| er, By total darkness we do not mean that it is as 
quently, when he declares, he ‘‘ means that there | dark as it possibly could be! It appears the word 
are three persons in one Bein, he would, by re ae has been misunderstood by all our Lexico 
means, have us extricate bim from his “palpable graphers, and that Mr. C. has, at last, discovered 
absurdity,” and understand him to mean that f1wo, | the definition of the word. By total darkness, read- 
out of his three persons, have no seine!!! We! er, we are to understand that there is some lighi. 
really think that a trinity of this description has | 2. “ Nor is it meant by this doctrine, that all men 
no pre-eminence over a wnif! Hf it has, we shail | are equally wicked.” Total depravity, it seems, is 
acknowledge it, when it is pointed out. We re-| made up of degrees; without equality or rule. 
peat—We hope we shall not be thought uncharita-| 3. Nor is it meant, that the external conduct of 
bly severe; and to convince the reader of our) every natural man is always wrong in form. The 
sincerity in this particular, we shall not hesitate | unregenerate do many actions that are materially 
in communicating to him the Rev. gentleman's good, though they are not praiseworthy, as the 
reason, which he assigned for making use of the | motive which prompts them is far from being 
word person. Here it is—“ Necessarily (he says) good.” We ask Mr. C. whether the “ natural 
using the word person for want of a better term,| men” who contribute to raise the salary which 
to signify that peculiar mode of the divine exist- | Supports him, do it from a “ motive which is far 
ence which the Scriptures clearly teach.” And| from being good ?” That Mr. C. considers the 
immediately adds, “ Such is the mysterious and in-| cash which he receives from “ natural men,” as 
comprehensible manner in which the Divine Being |“ materially good,” we think will require no ar- 
exists,” &c. We are told of “ mysterious and in- gument to prove! 
comprehensible” things which are “clearlytaught”| 4.“ Nor is it meant that natural men have 
—of a doctrine which “isconfessedly mysterious.” | nothing, which in society, is amiable and useful 
So much so, “that we can neither comprehend The contrary is true of most men, and of many ia 
nor explain it.” And, that “ No deduction of rea-!a high degree.” From which it appears “ total 
son will establish—no similitudes will elucidate it.”| pepravity” consists in the reverse of total de- 
And, reader, wonderful to relate, “ The evidences pravity. Mankind have something which is 
are so multifarious—so LUCID—so energetic— |“ amiable in a high degree,” and “ do actions which 
that it really is surprising, that any who are not|are materially good,’ and, wonderful to relate, 
avowed deists, should be Anti-Trinitarians ! /!” they are “ not praiseworthy.” It is our opinion, 
Now we think, that if the doctrine is one thou-| that if Mr. C.’s natural men were to pay his sala- 
sandth part so “mysterious and incomprehensi-| ry in counterfeit money, he would find it difi- 


> 1 Dis 











THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


to satisfy himself that it was materially, or| 


materially good. 
But this is meant : They have no holiness.” 
In pp. 54, 55, he declares, “« Whoever undertakes | 
oa ribe a sinner without taking tofal depravi- 
his character, will describe a saint. If he | 
cer is one who sometimes does good, and 
sometimes does evil, this is a description of a 
int. For every saint sometimes does evil. If 
be say, a sinner is one who does more evil than 
good ; this isa description of a saint! For every 
saint has more sin than holiness. If he say a sin- 
ner is one Who has the lowest degree of grace ; 
this is a deseription of a saint. For the least de- 
gree of love, faith, repentance, or any other holy 
giection, forms the character of a saint and enti- 
‘les him to the divine favour!” Page 56. “ If 
there be any such persons in the world, therefore, 
as justly deserve to be called sinners, in distine- 
tion from saints, they are totally depraved !” The 
Rev. gentleman, it appears, as though he were 
sensible that he had strained the truth a little too 
hard, continues as follows—“* We may argue the 


tu 


¢ 


ty into 





same doctrine from the general tenor of the 
threatenings of Scripture. These are so construct- 


197 


is universal!” P.140. “ They (his opponents) as- 
sert, that the moral tendency of this doctrine is 


{ Pernicious, encouraging those who think them- 


| Selves saints, to live in licentiousness and spiritual 
| sloth.” Again, “If we taught that believers may 
become unbelievers ; or that those who have been 


!born of God, may lead unholy lives, and, after 


all, be saved, the enemies of the truth we have 
been defending, would indeed have a manifest ad- 
vantage.” Again, p. 146. “ But when are they to 
be renewed, if not in this world? Is there a sha- 
dow of evidence that any alteration will be effect- 
ed in the temper of the heart beyond the grave 2?” 
Again, p. 55. “If he say a sinner is one who has 
the lowest degree of grace ; this is a description 
of a saint. For the least degree of love, faith, or 
repentance, or any other holy affection, forms the 
character of a saint.” It is an humiliating and la- 
mentable reflection, that a man who is so miser- 
ably ignorant of the Scriptures, and of human 
nature, and who vomits contradictions and absur- 
dities at this rate, can find a congregation of men, 
professing to be rational Christians, who will give 
heed to his foolish speeches. Should this Paper 
meet the eyes of any of this man’s hearers, (and 


ed as to exclude none from heaven but those who | we intend it shall) we ask them, as they value 


are utterly destitute of holiness. 
lore not the Lord Jesus Christ (at all) let him be 
Anathema Maran-atha.’ 1 Cor. xvi. 22. ‘Follow 


holiness, without which, (without some degree of | 
|pel of Christ. 


which) no man shall see the Lord.’ xii. 14. 
‘Except ye repent, (in some degree) ye shall all 
likewise perish.’ Luke xiii. 3. ‘ He that believ- 
eth not, (at all) shall be damned.” Mark xvi. 16. 


‘If any man | their reputations for rational and accountable be- 
|ings, to pause—to consider the doctrine (if such 


absurdities can be called doctrine) which is pre- 
sented them under the imposing form of the gos 
We ask you, If the man who has 
jthe “ least degree of love, faith, repentance, or 
any other holy affection,” and who (see p. 56.) 
loves the Lord Jesus Christ ‘ at a/l’”—who has the 


Reader, we assare you, for we think you will | least degree of holiness—who has more sin than 
doubt it, that the above is a faithful quotation, in | holiness’—(p. 55.) repents “in some degree” — 
order, from Mr. C.’s book, p. 56. What, we ask, | believes “at all,” (i.e. in the least,) &c. is a saint? 
would be the fate of a Universalist, who should | If so, what will you do with your minister's de- 
thus quote and apply the Scriptures ? claration, which we have quoted, of the saint, 

Having arrived at the knowledge of the true | that his “reformation must be universal 2?” Your 
definition of the words total depravity, it is good | minister declares, by anticipating a negative, in 
policy to perfect, by practice, the theory of Mr. | the following interrogatory—“ But where are they 
C. namely—If we say the night has more dark-|to be renewed, if not in this world? Is there a 
ness than light, it is the description of a day ; for | shadow of evidence that any alteration will be ef- 
every day has more darkness than light. If we |fected in the temper of the heart beyond the 
say the night is that portion of time which has grave?” Will your saints remain throughout eter- 
the least iight, this is a description of a day; for| nity with hearts possessing the “ least degree of 
the least degree of light forms the day! / / If | love, or any other holy affection—with more sin 
there be any portion of time, therefore, which | than holiness?” Well may it be said, If your light 
justly deserves to be called night, in distinction | be darkness, how great is that darkness ! 


from the day, it is that portion which has the least 
light! We appeal to the reader, and ask, Did you) 
ever see more sublime nonsense than the reasoning 
of the Reverend Hooper Cumming. M. A. D. D.? 

If Mr. C, 
to make any pretension to consistency, let him 
read the following—p. 117. “ Vain is that repent- 
ance which is not accompanied with a fervent so- 
licitude to be freed from sin. Hollow-bearted is 
that contrition which is not succeeded by a per- 
manent reformation.” Again, “ Mourning over eve- 
ty known sin of heart and life, his reformation | 


shall in future have the PRESUMPTION | 


Again, Can you conceive of a doctrine which 
| has a more direct tendency to licentiousness, than 
| your doctrine ? First, To establish as a truth, that 
| the belicver must be saved; and cannot escape 
salvation. Second, That to be a believer, is only 
| to believe a little!!! Third, To be a saint, is to 
| possess the least degree of holiness, love, &c.!!! 
And to explain the declarations of Christ, “ Ex- 
cept ye repent ye shall all likewise perish,” to 
mean, “Exept ye repent in some degree!” “He 
| that believeth not shall be damned.” “ He that 
| believeth not at all: !!/” We ask you, Are you 
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not ashamed to countenance such abominable per- 
versions of the Scriptures of the God of the whole 
earth? Licentious as we Universalists are, we re- 
gard these perversions with unutterable abborrence! 
Wicked as your minister describes us, we declare, 
in the presence of men and angels, that we be- 
lieve, unless a man loves the Lord Jesus Christ, 
allogether, he will be Anathema Maran-atha. With- 
out a man follows holiness altogether, he cannot 
see the Lord. Except ye repent, (not in some de- 
gree, but) in all degrees, ye shall all likewise per- 
jsh!!! And that every man that believeth not, al- 
together, shall assuredly be DAMNED, as the 
Lord liveth!!! 

Mr. C. in a chapter, under the head, “REGE- 
NERATION,” confounds regeneration and the 
new-birth, or being born again, together. He in- 
troduces the following quotation—“ If any man 
éc in Christ he isa new creature: old things are 
passed away: behold all things are become new.” 
2 Cor. v. 17. The words in italics Mr. C. did not 
notice, but published them as a part of the sacred 
writings. We ask Mr. C. if his saint, “ who has 
more sin than holiness,” is a new creature ? and 
whether all things have become new to him ? It is 
our opinion that a very “ great change” is not ef- 
fected in the persons of Mr. C.’s saints! The word 
regeneration occurs twice. Matt. xix. 28. “ And Je- 
sus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye 
which have followed me in the regeneration, when 
the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his 
glory, ye shall also sit upon twelve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Isracl.” Titus iii. 5, 6.— 
*¢ Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost ; which was shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.” Man was ge- 
nerated “ before the mountains were brought forth,” 
according to Ps. xe. Man lost his spiritual life in 
Adam. He is made alive in Christ. When he, in 
this mode of existence, comes to the knowledge 
of the truth, and believes it, he is born from above. 
The renewing spoken of, ts in Christ, and not in 
ourselves, an important distinction ! Consequently, 
an apostle declares, “ Ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God.” And this, to those who 
were born again! Mr. C., by examining his Greek 
Testament, will find a little difference in the sig- 
nification and application of the words translated 
regeneration, and being born again! The word 
rendered regeneration is Nadttteveowas. Definition, 
Secundus ortus, instauratio, reditus ad vitam, re- 
generatio. Second rise or beginning, restoration or 
coming again to life, renovation, &c. vide Scurev. 
Lex. Amsw. Lar. Gr. Dict. The words bern 
again, John iii. 3. “ Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God,” YewwnOn arwOer. 
Christ introduced the figure of the natural birth. 
Our transtators best knew their motive for render- 
ing the av@@e again. See Scurevetu. Desu- 
er, superne, from above, from on high. It is our 
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opinion, that a saint of Mr. C.’s description ot 
from above, but from a very different direction al. 
together. ' 

The spiritual generation of man, was before the 
dust was formed ; or Adam, the earthly man, form. 
ed of it! The regeneration of the Spiritual map 
was in Christ, the “Head of every man.” ( Cor 
xi. 3.) The birth of the earthly man, is ip the 
earthly man ; for the woman was created in the 
man, and for the man. The spiritual man was 
created in the image of the Word, and for 4, 
Word, (which was made flesh) as the woman we 
for the man. The spiritual man, therefore, j, 
the Church, the Bride, the Lamb's Wife! « As y, 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall als 
bear the image of the heavenly. Now this | say, 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. xv. Therefore, may 
was, first, generated spiritually—born earthly— 
second, regenerated spiritually, the first-fruits born 
from above ! “ Lord, thou hast been our dwelling. 
place in all generations,” &c. Ps. xc. Man was 
spiritually alive before he was formed of the 
eart—man is (now) spiritually alive (in Christ) 
before he is born from above, and comes to the 
knowledge of this Divine and glorious truth. 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself.” The work is done! “ The heaven must 
receive (retain) Jesus, until the times of restitution, 
(the restoring to the spiritual life) of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.” 2 Cor. v. 19. 

(To be continued.) 
———— 
For tne Gosrrt Heratp. 

The Editor is respectfully requested to show 
how he himself exists in a temporal life, without 
complying with the conditions of that life? If he 
can do this, it will not be difficult for him to show 
how he exists in Christ without complying with 
the conditions and injunctions of Christ. Unless 
he can do this without subterfuge, sophistry, or 
quibbling in his arguments, his uncenditional ss!- 
vation doctrine is at an end : and his war of words 
is not in the spirit of Christ: and if not in the spir- 
it of Christ he is none of his. 

The above request, the Editor in his remarks on 
my communications in No. 19. pp. 148, 149. did 
not comply with; whether because of his neg- 
ligence or inability, I shall now expect the pub- 
lic and myself will be favoured with an answer. 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 

(> Fairness and candour are much wanting in 
all the Editor’s writings of a controversial nature, 
that I have noticed. I hope he will be more honest 
in future, (for teachers in spiritual things above all 
others ought to be bonest,) if he is not his stock 
of inheritance in Christ which he so mach boasts 
of, he may miss of ; for “without holiness no mas 
shall see the Lord.” Scripture. 
ANSWER. 





Tmpartialist will please to recollect, that unless 
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“p proves temporal life is granted on conditions, 
his argument, if it deserves the name, is good for 
nothing. The spiritual life in question, is not de- 
wwed, at first, nor at all, according to Impartialist, 
only on conditions previously complied with. It 
verefore remains with Impartialist to prove, or 
make it appear, that temporal life is granted on 
conditions complied with by the party before he 
has any existence whatever! And farther, Impar- 
ciglist Will find am insuperable difficulty in proving 
this to be “ quibbling, subterfuge, or sophistry.” — 
He bas the “ labouring oar”—Let him row. 

N.B. When Impartialist proves that “ temporal 
jife” is granted on Conditions, we shall acknow- 
ledge that he has premisses; and if we do not an- 
ewer to any questions he will then propose, he 
may accuse us of dishonesty, quibbling, &c. &e. 
and ell the crimes in creation. At present he has 
no premisses, and is like a man fighting with his 
own shadow! Therefore our “ Unconditional Sal- 
yation doctrine”’ is safe yet. 

a 
FROM THE NEW-YORK AMERICAN, 
AWFUL WARNING ! 

Some few months ago, during the perfermance 
of Divine service on board the Receiving-ship at 
this place, one of the men contrived to slip out 
of the congregation, beckoned to one of his ship- 
mates, and went below. He did not, however, 
escape unobserved: ap officer followed him on 
tip-toe, and the man presuming that it was his 
comrade, said, in an under voice, “ Come, let us 
have a snug game at cards,” When the service 
was over, the culprit was summoned by the com- 
manding officer, who severely reprimanded him 
before the assembled crew, and dismissed him with 
these words, “* How do you know but this may be 
the last opportunity you will have of hearing a 
sermon ?” The next morning he fell from the mast- 
head, and was picked up a corpse. 

Three Sabbaths ago, during Divine service in 
the same place, a man behaved with so little de- 
corum, that an officer was sent to check him. 
After service, the offender was publicly rebuked— 
was reminded of the preceding anecdote, and dis- 
missed with this remark, “ Who can tell but this 
may be your fate to-morrow ?” The next morning, 
he was ordered to perform some duty aloft, fell 
from the mast-head, and was picked up a corpse. 
The narrative requires no comment.” 

Brooklyn, Long Island Patriot, July 3, 1821. 
The writer of the foregoing article is of opinion that 
“the narrative requires ne comment.”—We think 
otherwise. In our opinion 

“Heav'n acts by gen’ral, not by partial laws.” 
itis not to be doubted that imstant and signal pu- 
nishment may be inflicted by the Deity, upon the 
unpious defiers of His authority. Yet, we have 

ever held it inexcusable to refer to a special inter- 
position of Providence, the results of accident or 
the effects of superstition. To the latter, or per- 
baps to the combined influence of botb, may, we 
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apprehend, be ascribed the eircumstances recorded 
in the preceding article. The respectability of the 
paper from which it is taken, and the serious na- 
ture of the warning, allow us no room to doubt the 
facts, although we entirely dissent from the infer- 
ence impliedly drawn from them. 

A number of cases are stated in Darwin's Zoono- 
mia, that portray in strong colours, the effect of 
imagination upon weak and ¢redulous minds.— 
Among others he mentions that a gentleman in En- 
gland, walking over his grounds, found a poor old 
woman upon his premises gathering fagots. He 
ordered her to lay them down and to go off his 
lands. She complied ; but ere she departed, casting 
her wan eye upen him and lifting ber hands to 
Heaven, she exclaimed, “Magst thou never know 
the blessing to be warm !” 

Struck with her suppliant imprecation, he return- 
ed to his house, retired to his chamber, complained 
of cold, and notwithstanding the application of 
woollens, and heat from fires, continued the same 
complaint, until in a few weels he died. 

And yet who will doubt that his death was occe- 
sioned by the effect of imagination? His offence 
was comparatively small_—He performed a law- 
ful act in a lenient manner. But her imprecation 
upoa him wes too powerful for his nerves to sus- 
tain.—The persons referred to in the foregoing ar- 
ticle were evidently sailors—a class of men pto- 
verbially superstitious ; and that a portentous re- 
proof from an officer should recur to their minds 
when “reeling upon the giddy mast,” so powerfully 
as to affect their nerves, and cause them to fall, 
cannot, in our opinion, claims further notice than 
an additional and unfortunate entry in the “chap- 
ter of accidents.” We feel it « duty, however, to 
protest against such denunciafions. They are the 
cant of fanatics—misguided—presumptuous—al- 
ways useless, and sometimes fetal—calculated rath- 
er for the age of Praise-God-Bare-bones than the 
present, and entitled to the approbation of neither 
the correct disciplinarian, nor of the enlightened 


moralist. 
oe 


From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

After noticing the late dosation of $2,000 to 
the Massachusetts Evangelical Missionary Socie- 
ty, the Editors of the National Intelligencer re- 
mark, “that they hope it will be employed at 
home, and not shipped off to Serampore;” and 
ask, “if it would not be betterto make appropri- 
ations for the support of elementary schools at 
our own doors, than for building theological pala- 
ces in foreign hemispheres?” We take pleasure in 
stating to the Editors of that paper and to the pub- 
lic, that the whole object of the society, to whose 
funds the donation above-mentioned was present- 
ed, is to empley teachers of religion and instruc- 
tors of youth in the new settlements and destitute 
places in our own country. It is our humble de- 
sign to build up the waste places, and to repair the 
decaying edifices within the territory of our Zion, 
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lands. 


mitice of said Society. 










abroad, to build theological colleges, and the sug- 


begins at home, the Albany Register says, “We re- 
joice to see such sentiments as the preceding, in 
the Vational Intelligencer. It is an alarming fact» 
that we are sending annually out of the United 
States, for missionary purposes, a sum that would 
feed, clothe, and educate thousands of our father- 
less and friendless children, who are now expos- 
ed to all the horrots of want, vice, and wicked- 
ness. It is buta few days since, that we heard of 
a gang of forty or fifty boys, of a very tender age, 
subsisting by theft, in the city of New York. If 
the money wasted in foreign missions, in the de- 
lusive expectation of making proselytes to chris- 
tianity of the Hottentots, and Hindoos, the savages 
of the Missouri, andthe Isles of the Pacfic Ocean ; 
of the disciples of Confucius, on the one hand, and 
Mahomet on the other ; we say, if the money thus 
wasted, thus abomisably squandered, was expend- 
ed, as the Valionel Intelligencer proposes, our 
country might justly boast of her wisdom, and pos- 
terity would bless the hands whose bounty had 
enabled them to rejcice in /ight, liberty, and hap- 
piness. 

“Nothing more strongly evinces the folly of 
thus sending off our surplus funds—if surplus funds 
they can be called, when so many objects of char- 
ity present themselves at home—than the fact, 
that the nations we aim to convert, are contented 
with their own religion, and want none of our aid 
in pointing them to & better one. They consider 
our missionaries as intruders, who came to disturb 
the good order of their government, by assailing 
their ancient faith and habits. We had better, 
then, let them alone, and cleanse our own country 
of ignorance, vice, and niisery, before we under- 
take to reform the ends of the earth, or the inha- 
bitants of the moon. 

“There is a ludicrous fact, connected with our 
missionary system. We have sent twoyoung men 
from Vermont, whose beards have scarcely grown, 
to-carry light to Jerusalem, where there isa chris- 
tian church, whose Bishop is one of the most 
leapned men of which the world can boast. He 
was afew years since in London, where he was 
considered a prodigy of genius and learning; yet 





































‘ to teach this venerable Prelate the principles of the 


contained in the above extract, and have so often 





on the subject, were it not to suggest, thatso long 
as money can be made in abundance by becoming 
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though we wish success also to those who ait at | for wh 
sending the glad tidings of the gospel to heathen with as great avidity as 


A Trustee, and one of the Executive Com-|and so long will it be useless to grieve, 


On the subject of sending money from the | the purposes proposed by the Editors 
country to foreign Missionary establishments, tional Intelligencer. Ed Gosp. Her 


gestion which we ventured to make, that charity 





for the work, who grasp at 


‘« Gape the young swallows for their food.” 


: ; : that th 
country is drained of those vast sums, whic “ 


hw 
be much better employed, were they a — 
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of the No. 
i 
THE HUSBANDMAN’S PRAYER. 
BY H. S. ELLENWOOp. 

O Tnov! whose wisdom, power and love. 
This world and ail its creatures, prove 
The tertile field and ‘ruitful tree, 
Thrive, or decay, as thou shalt please ; 
And human art and toil are vain, 
If thou withheld thy sua and rain! 
Still may thy bounteous Provider ce, 
Ali wished—ail neediul—good adic; -.<e. 


When brumal storms liave spent their power 
And Sprine expandeth may a flower, 
May ne’er the frosts that fall at night, 

The seeds of future harvest blight : 

May ne'er the blushing blossom yield 

To storms that devastate the field :-— 

From such, and trom too piercing air, 

The new shorn lamb—and nestling—-spare 


Ixy Sumer, when the solar ray 

Is felt through ajl th’ enfeebling day, 
Mild be his genial beams, without 
Contagion’s force, or parching drought, 
And, frequent, may the full fraught cloud 
The azure arch of heaven énshroud, 
That gentle moisture, temperate heat, 

A plenteous harvest may complete. 


When Autumn’s treasures spread around, 
And garners teem, and fruits abound, 
Then shall the HuspanpMay upraise 

To thee his grateful Hymn of Praise; 
To thee, who gavest, not in vain, 

The early and the latter rain ; 

To thee, whose promise doth avail— 

“ Seed Time and Harvest ne'er shall fuil.” 


Gop or Tur Srasons! letthy care 

Preside o'er each revolving year ! 

May Health, fair queen of blessings ! crown 

Each city—and each rural town— 

While sweet content, and heartfelt joy 

This Land of Freedom shall employ— 

Ture, may thy offspring—man—adore, 

Till Time—and Season:—ehange no more 
- — a. 


All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication in thie 
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" a Letter-box is stationed at the entrance of the Printung-Ottice, No 
we have senttwo clever young men from Vermont, | 70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communications. 


N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No 454 Pearl- 


Sireet. The First Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, may 
gospel ” be obtained at the same place. 
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reiterated them, that we should here say nothing |puBLisHED EVERY SATURDAY, aT $2 59 rer ayy 
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missionaries, so long will crowds offer themselves 
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